
POSC 314: Political Participation & Elections

Department of Political Science

Saint Mary’s College

Fall 2019
Spes Unica 335
TR 3:30–4:45

Instructor : Sheahan Virgin, Ph.D. (pronounced: Shay-EN)
Email : svirgin@saintmarys.edu
Office location: Spes Unica 264
Office hours : WF 1:30–3:30, R 10:00–11:00; or by appointment

“Blood, frogs, lice, pestilence, boils, locusts, darkness,
death of the first born—and an American-style

electoral campaign.”

The defining feature of democratic gov-
ernment is that the governed mass pub-
lic possesses the ability to select, monitor,
and reauthorize its (elected or appointed)
governors. On the one hand, Americans
do not lack for entry points into politics:
we hold regular, fair elections for national
and subnational positions, and the Bill of
Rights enshrines freedoms of speech, press,
religion, petition, and assembly. Yet on
the other hand, our record of citizens actu-
ally exercising their ability to select, moni-
tor, and reauthorize is a bit spotty. Alarm-
ingly, many Americans do not bother to
vote, especially in non-presidential election
years, and those that do cast ballots are not particularly well-informed or sophisticated.
Furthermore, many Americans have little interest in traditional forms of civic partici-
pation (such as joining clubs, councils, bowling leagues, unions, etc.), and satisfaction
with, and trust in, established major parties and institutions remains frighteningly low.
If citizen participation is the lifeblood of representative democracy, then is a slumber-
ing, apathetic citizenry cause for concern? Can, and should, we reform our institutions
and processes to stimulate increased mass participation?

This course provides an introduction to political participation in democratic soci-
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eties, with a particular focus on the American electoral process. In the first half of
the course (Unit A), we will learn about modes of participation, as well as theories of
what motivates individuals to join in (or opt out). In the second half (Unit B), we
will explore institutional reforms that could increase popular electoral participation by
making elections more meaningful. Each unit includes the following topics, respectively:

◦ Unit A – Participation: Problems and Determinants

Theories of participation; Voter turnout; Social capital and civic virtue;
Campaign mobilization efforts; Electoral protest, invalid voting, and third
parties; Protest marches and demonstrations

◦ Unit B – Participation and Institutional Reform

Electoral institutions; Theories of electoral reform; Congressional redis-
tricting; Proportional representation; Presidential primaries and front-
loading; The electoral college; Voter access, electoral integrity, and voter
ID; Direct democracy via initiatives, referenda, and recalls

As you can see, and even though elections will be a primary focus of ours, this course is
not a ‘how-to-win-a-campaign’ primer; indeed, we will only touch on campaign strategy
as a process that affects individuals’ participation. In other words, during our time
together, we’ll train as political scientists not as political consultants.

Themes

Throughout the course, we will pursue four ‘meta’-themes, to motivate class discussion,
lecture, and student writing. These are as follows:

◦ Theme 1 – Citizen Capacity: Democratic theory notwithstanding, is more
citizen involvement in a democracy necessarily desirable?

◦ Theme 2 – Who Participates: To what extent does the differential rate-of-
participation between social groups affect representation and accountability?

◦ Theme 3 – New Forms vs. Old: To what extent have technological advance-
ments improved or degraded social capital and the participatory process?

◦ Theme 4 – Bias Towards the Status Quo: Why, both behaviorally and
institutionally, is change in the American system so difficult to achieve?
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Learning objectives

Finally, this course has three learning objectives. The first is to deepen students’
understanding of participation as a multi-faceted activity, i.e., the various routes (and
attendant stakes) available to individuals. The second goal is for students to exit the
course having thought carefully about, and to have arrived at an informed individual
position on, the above-mentioned themes. The final goal—less about substance and
much more practical—is to improve students’ critical thinking, reading, and writing
skills, using the above content as a particular means to the general end of marketable
skills that will appeal to employers. As such, we will utilize a particular framework for
reading, as well as an iterative paper-writing process (see below).

College and class policies

Creating a safe, inclusive environment is the responsibility of everyone at Saint Mary’s.
Please familiarize yourself with the following policies, which will govern our conduct:

1. Academic integrity : To cheat, plagiarize, or falsify records is to violate the Saint
Mary’s honor code. I will report suspected dishonesty to the Associate Dean and
the Committee on Academic Standards, which then investigates. If a student is
found to be in violation of the code, I will reduce her grade by a full letter (give
her an F) for a minor (major) offense. (Read the code)

2. Accessibility : If you have had documented academic accommodations in the past,
or think you may be eligible for them presently, you should contact Iris Giamo
(igiamo@saintmarys.edu) or Jennifer Wright (jwright@saintmarys.edu) in the Dis-
abilities Resource Office (DRO), Madeleva 103C, to make an appointment. DRO is
responsible for coordinating academic accommodations for students each semester
and will issue a letter of documentation to your faculty for the current semester.
Requests for such accommodations will not be honored without this letter. Secur-
ing reasonable accommodations requires timely action on the part of the student.
Please contact the staff in DRO for an appointment. (Contact DRO)

3. Communication: I encourage students to communicate with me about the course,
their learning needs, and their career goals; indeed, I view mentorship as one of
the most important ways in which an instructor can serve his or her students. I
will try to respond to your emails within 12–24 hours. Note that emails to me are
a good time to practice the art of writing clear, economical messages, a skill that
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is in-demand professionally. Aim for concision, use good manners (please address
me as ‘Prof. Virgin’) and grammar, and recognize that emails leave a digital trail.

4. Grading : I reserve A– and A for outstanding work; good (average) work will be B
to B+ (C to B–). You may appeal grades that you feel have been awarded in error
or unjustly. In these instances, I will re-grade the assignment, and your grade may
increase (or decrease) upon review. Furthermore, please note that an assignment
will be reduced by one-third of a letter grade for each day it is late; e.g., the highest
grade possible for an assignment one-day-late is an A–, two-days-late is a B+, etc.

5. Privacy : The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) protects the
privacy of your academic record, mandating that your grades be shared with you,
only. I am therefore not at liberty to discuss grades over email or with parents, or
to return assignments via an intermediary. (Read about your rights)

6. Respect : Saint Mary’s College is committed to upholding standards that promote
respect and human dignity in an environment that fosters academic excellence and
professionalism. In addition, a political science course provides occasion to discuss
topics relevant to party ID, ideology, policy, prejudice, and identity. Periodically,
you may find that you do not agree with me or your peers. In these instances,
it is important for all of us to respect each other’s opinions and personal space.
Bullying, racist, sexist, or homophobic comments, however, are not permitted.

As a student, if you experience what you believe to be discrimination or harassment
by another member of the community because of your identity (gender spectrum,
race, national origin, religion, age, disability, citizenship status, genetic info, vet-
eran status, sexual orientation, or political positions) please report this behavior
on the SMC portal using the Bias Reporting Form. Note that instructors are
mandatory reporters of discrimination. (Read the policy) (Report discrimination)

7. Sexual misconduct : Saint Mary’s has a zero tolerance policy with respect to sexual
misconduct, which includes: non-consensual intercourse or contact, harassment,
exploitation, stalking, dating and domestic violence, and retaliation. If something
of this nature has happened to you, you are encouraged to report the incident to
the college’s Title IX office (non-confidential) or Belles Against Violence (BAVO;
confidential). Note that instructors are mandatory reporters of sexual misconduct.
(Read the policy) (Contact the Title IX office) (Contact BAVO)

8. Technology : Laptops in class are not permitted, except with a note from DRO.
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Readings

Please purchase the following required books. Each should be available at the campus
bookstore, but—with college so expensive—I encourage students to buy used copies.

◦ Hersh, Eitan D. (2015). Hacking the Electorate: How Campaigns Perceive Voters.
Cambridge University Press. (Used copies)

◦ Hill, David. (2006). “American Voter Turnout: An Institutional Perspective.”
Routledge. (Used copies)

◦ Norris, Pippa. (2002). Democratic Phoenix : Reinventing Political Activism. Cam-
bridge University Press. (Used copies)

◦ Streb, Matthew J. (2015). Rethinking American Electoral Democracy, 3rd edition.
Routledge. (Used copies)

In addition, we will be reading a chunk from Putnam’s seminal book on the decline of
American social capital and civic participation. A classic, I strongly encourage you to
get a copy for your personal library.

◦ Putnam, Robert D. (2000). Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American
Community. Simon & Schuster. (Used copies)

I will provide students with either PDF copies of, or weblinks to, all additional readings.
These are marked with a dagger (†) in the schedule below.

Assessment

Your final grade will be determined as follows:

◦ 50% Research paper and presentation

10% First draft (includes meeting with me)

10% Presentation, with abstract emailed to the class 24 hours prior

30% Revised draft, including revised abstract (if needed)

◦ 25% Midterm exam

◦ 15% Math games

7.5% Math Game No. 1 on proportional representation and party viability

7.5% Math Game No. 2 on the electoral college and reforms
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◦ 10% Preparedness (i.e., doing the readings) and participation

Grades are calculated as: A, 94–100%; A–, 90–93.9%; B+, 87–89.9%; B, 84–86.9%; B–,
80–83.9%; C+, 77–79.9%; C, 74–76.9%; C–, 70–73.9%; D, 60–69.9%; and, F, 0–59.9%.
Grades .5–.9 will not be rounded up at the end of the semester.

Student responsibilities

As a participant in this course, you will be responsible for the following:

1. Preparedness : Come to class prepared, having completed the readings and thought
of their relation to current or historical events. The purpose of assigned reading is
not to make you miserable, but rather to structure and stimulate discussion, and
assist you in your writing. Take the readings seriously—reflect. (Note: If I suspect
students are not doing the reading, then I may issue quizzes.) I will let you know
which of the week’s assigned readings are due for Tuesday, Thursday.

A note on reading like a political scientist !

Be mindful when you read. I want you to focus not only on an author’s
argument, but also on the way in which s/hemakes and supports it. To fa-
cilitate mindfulness, I will introduce you to my preferred framework. This
framework will ‘demystify political science,’ and together we will learn to
distinguish between: 1) normative and positivist claims; 2) qualitative
and quantitative evidence; 3) particularistic and generalizable findings; 4)
deterministic and probabilistic theory; and 5) concepts and measures.

2. Participation: Participating in class (and taking notes) means not only responding
to questions I pose, but also posing your own; not just speaking to me, but also
engaging your peers. Although I will not track attendance, note that if you do not
come to class, then your participation grade will decline accordingly.

A note on participating like a political scientist !

Participation is not the same as ‘being right’ or ‘knowing the answer.’
Often, the most effective comments are those in which we admit confusion
and ask the room (not just the instructor) for clarification. Please feel free
to take risks by proposing new ideas or citing particular cases, and try to
aim for comment quality over comment quantity.
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3. Midterm: We will have an in-class midterm exam (closed-book/note) on Unit A.
The exam will include short answers and multiple choice questions.

4. Math games : We will have two take-home math games on electoral rules and
reform. (Don’t worry, the math is—thankfully—no more complex than addition,
subtraction, multiplication, division.) The first game will be on proportional repre-
sentation (PR) and party viability, whereas the second will be on the mechanics of
the electoral college and ‘wrong winner’ presidents. Please take seriously the short-
answer questions for each assignment, as these are designed to gauge the extent to
which you have understood why your computations mattered. Each student is
to work on these assignments separately from her classmates.

5. Research paper and presentation: Writing a 12-page research paper on a topic,
of your choosing, about some aspect of participation; you will also give an oral
presentation with slides and an abstract. While you are not limited to topics the
syllabus covers, its readings are a great place to begin your search. Please meet
with me before October break so that we can together brainstorm your topic. We
will use an iterative, revise-and-resubmit process, with the first draft due on Oct.
30 and the final draft on Dec. 19. The benefit of this method is that it encourages
you to work on the paper throughout the semester, incorporating feedback, both
substantive and stylistic, into your final product. Note that the first draft
is not a ‘rough draft’; it should be polished and complete.

A note on sourcing and citing like a political scientist !

An idea that is not original to your thinking, and that you therefore ob-
tained via a book, article, or website must be cited in-text as, e.g., Norris
(2002:35–40) or parenthetically as, e.g., (Norris, 2002:35–40). For three
or more authors, please use ‘et al.’ Each source cited should correspond
to a full citation in your list of references; if you need help on style, then
model entries in the list of readings below. Please rely on academic
books and journal articles, rather than low-quality Inter-
net content. The library and Google Scholar are great places to search.

Student resources

I also encourage you to take advantage of the following resources, to enhance both your
learning and your well-being:
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1. Emotional support : If you are experiencing depression, anxiety/panic, or other
emotional hardship, please consider meeting individually with trained psycholog-
ical counseling specialists at the Health and Counseling Center (HCC), located
in the Angela Center. If you or someone you know is at immediate risk of self-
inflicted harm, call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 or
text HOME to the Crisis Text Line at 741741. (Make an appointment)

2. Librarian specialists : Saint Mary’s library employs subject-specialists to assist stu-
dents with their research projects. Ours are Joe Thomas, Director of the Cushwa-
Leighton Library (incoming), and Ula Gaha (outgoing); they are incredibly nice
and eager to help! Remember: Mr. Thomas and Ms. Gala are members of faculty ;
utilize their skills, but also your good manners. (Make an appointment)

3. News service: Staying abreast of current events and policy debates is a hallmark
of an engaged citizen and of an individual committed to life-long learning. The
library offers students a free subscription to The New York Times, the U.S.’s most
reputable newspaper. I encourage you to read daily. (Claim your subscription)

4. Writing studio: Meet individually with trained writing consultants to improve your
academic writing or to brainstorm a writing project. (Make an appointment)

Schedule

Please use this class schedule to take ownership of your learning. Note that this schedule
is subject to change: invariably, we will have to make alterations to accommodate the
needs/interests of the class and of the instructor (e.g., if I have to travel for professional
obligations). I will update students on changes to the schedule by email and in class.

Some important dates

◦ Aug. 26: Classes begin

◦ Aug. 28: No Class – Mass of the Holy Spirit

◦ Sept. 27: Final day to drop

◦ Oct. 10: Midterm (Week 7)

◦ Oct. 19–27: No Class – October break

◦ Oct. 30: First draft of paper, email timestamp 11:59 pm or earlier (Week 10)
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◦ Nov. 7: Math Game I due in class (Week 11)

◦ Nov. 19: Math Game II due in class (Week 13)

◦ Nov. 27–Dec. 1: No Class – November break

◦ Dec. 10 & 12: Student presentations (Week 16)

◦ Dec. 12: Classes end

◦ Dec. 19: Final draft of paper due, hand delivered by 12:30 pm (Week 17)

◦ Dec. 20: Fall semester ends

Prelude – Building Blocks

Week I – Aug. 26–30: What is political participation?

Topics: Types of participation, theories of participation, the purpose of elections

† Milbrath, Lester W. & M.L. Goel. (1977). Ch.1: “Conceptualizing political par-
ticipation,” from Political Participation: How and Why Do People Get Involved in
Politics?, 2nd edition. University Press of America. 1–21. (excerpt)

† Rosenstone, Steven J. & John Mark Hansen. (1993). Ch.2: “The logic of politi-
cal participation,” from Mobilization, Participation, and Democracy in America.
MacMillan. 10–37.

◦ Norris (2002), Chapters 1–2 (p.3–31)

Unit A – Participation: Problems and Determinants

Week II – Sep. 2–6: Democracy and citizen capacity

Topics: Democratic theory, voter knowledge and sophistication, reform populism

† Dahl, Robert A. (1998). Ch.7: “Why political equality II?: Civic competence,”
from On Democracy. Yale. 69–80.

† Achen, Christopher J. & Larry M. Bartels. (2016). Ch.1: “Democratic ideals and
realities,” from Democracy for Realists : Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive
Government. Princeton. 1–20.

† Cain, Bruce E. (2014). Ch.1: “The ascendancy of reform populism,” from Democ-
racy More or Less : America’s Political Reform Quandary. Cambridge. 1–19.
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Week III – Sep. 9–13: Deciding to turnout to vote

Topics: Costs/benefits of voting, turnout, institutional and behavioral explanations

◦ Hill (2006), Chapters 1–3, 7 (p.1–58, 115–132)

† Blais, André. (2000). “Introduction,” from To Vote or Not to Vote: The Merits
and Limits of Rational Choice Theory. Pittsburgh. 1–16.

† Rosenstone, Steven J. & John Mark Hansen. (1993). Ch.5: “Participation in
electoral politics,” from Mobilization, Participation, and Democracy in America.
MacMillan. 128–160.

◦ Norris (2002), Chapters 3–5 (p.35–100)

◦ Streb (2016), Chapters 2–3 (p.9–57)

Week IV – Sep. 16–20: Social capital and civic virtue

Topics: Voluntary organizations in decline, social media and social capital

† Putnam, Robert D. (2000). Ch.1, 8, 10, 21: “Thinking about social change in
America,” “Reciprocity, honesty, and trust,” “Introduction to section III: Why?,”
& “Democracy,” from Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Com-
munity. Simon & Schuster. 15–28, 134–147, 183–188, 336–349.

◦ Norris (2002), Chapters 8–10 (p.137–212)

† Rosenstone, Steven J. & John Mark Hansen. (1993). Ch.6: “Mobilization and par-
ticipation in electoral politics,” from Mobilization, Participation, and Democracy
in America. MacMillan. 161–210.

Week V – Sep. 23–27: Campaigns in pursuit

Topics: Parties as mobilizers, micro-targeting using big data, get-out-the-vote efforts

† Feltus, William J., Ken M. Goldstein, & Matthew Dallek. (2019). Ch.3, 10: “Po-
litical historian and data scientist: Charting a path to victory through information
and analysis,” & “Field general: Waging the war on the ground,” from Inside Cam-
paigns : Elections through the Eyes of Political Professionals, 2nd edition. Sage/CQ
Press. 47–70, 205–222.

◦ Hersh (2015), entire book (Chapters 2, 7–8 are particularly important)

10



Week VI – Sep. 30–Oct. 4: Where are the choices?!

Topics: The failure of third parties in the U.S., Duverger’s Law, the American ethos

† Bibby, John F. & L. Sandy Maisel. (2003). Ch.3: “Third parties in the American
context: A less than friendly environment,” from Two Parties or More? : The
American Party System. Westview. 67–78.

† Cox, Gary W. (1997). Ch.1–2: “Introduction” & “Duverger’s propositions,” from
Making Votes Count : Strategic Coordination in the World’s Electoral Systems.
Cambridge. 3–33.

† McClosky, Herbert & John Zaller. (1984). Ch.1: “The foundations of the American
ethos: Capitalism and democracy,” from The American Ethos : Public Attitudes
toward Capitalism and Democracy. Harvard. 1–7. (excerpt)

† Rapoport, Ronald B. & Walter J. Stone. (2005). Ch.2–3: “A theory of third-
party support and major-party change” & “The rise and fall of Ross Perot and the
Reform Party, 1992–2000,” from Three’s A Crowd : The Dynamic of Third Parties,
Ross Perot, and Republican Resurgence. Michigan. 25–77.

Week VII – Oct. 7–11: The citizen doth protests

Topics: Purposeful invalid voting

Note: Let’s keep the reading light this week, as the Midterm is on Thursday.

† Alvarez, R. Michael, D. Roderick Kiewiet, & Lucas Núñez. (2018). “A taxonomy
of protest voting,” Annual Review of Political Science 21: 135–154.

Unit B – Participation and Institutional Reform

Week VIII – Oct. 14–18: Institutions and institutional reform

Topics: What are electoral institutions, how and why do they change, why elections

† North, Douglas (1990). Ch.1: “An introduction to institutions and institutional
change,” from Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic Performance. Cam-
bridge. 3–10.

† Katz, Richard. (1997). Ch.7: “The roles of elections,” from Democracy and Elec-
tions. Oxford. 100–18.
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† Benoit, Kenneth (2007). “Electoral Laws as Political Consequences: Explaining
the Origins and Change of Electoral Institutions.” Annual Review of Political
Science 10:363–390.

† Cain, Bruce E. (2014). Ch.2, 4: “Reform pluralism” & “Participation paradoxes,”
from Democracy More or Less : America’s Political Reform Quandary. Cambridge.
20–40, 68–91.

Week IX – Oct. 21–25: October Break!

Please relax with family, friends, and pets.

Week X – Oct. 28–Nov. 1: Plurality congressional elections and political participation

Topics: Gerrymandering, Non-partisan redistricting, PR for the House

◦ Streb (2016), Chapter 7 (p.117–138)

† Cain, Bruce E. (2011). “Redistricting Commissions: A Better Political Buffer?”
Yale Law Journal 121:1808–1843.

◦ Hill (2006), Chapters 4, 6 (p.59–70, p.93–114)

† Amy, Douglas J. (1993). Ch. 1–2, 7, 10: “Fair Representation for All,” “Eradicating
Gerrmymandering,” “Encouraging voter turnout,” & “The political prospects for
PR in the United States,” from Real Choices, New Voices : The Case for Propor-
tional Representation Elections in the United States. Columbia. 21–54, 140–152,
198–223.

Week XI – Nov. 4–Nov. 8: Presidential primaries and political participation

Topics: McGovern-Fraser, invisible primary, frontloading, National Primary Day

† Cohen, Marty, David Karol, Hans Noel, & John Zaller. (2008). “The outrageous
nomination of Hubert Humphrey,” from The Party Decides : Presidential Nomi-
nations Before and After Reform. University of Chicago. 1–18.

† Redlawsk, David P., Caroline J. Tolbert, & Todd Donovan. (2011). Ch.7–9:
“Effects of Iowa and New Hampshire in U.S. presidential nomination contests 1976–
2008,” “The Micro foundations of momentum,” & “Participation and engagement
in 2008 caucuses and primaries,” from Why Iowa? : How Caucuses and Sequential
Elections Improve the Presidential Nominating Process. 141–210.
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◦ Streb (2016), Chapter 8 (p.139–159)

† Norrander, Barbara. (2010). Ch.4: “Alternative methods for nominating pres-
idents,” from The Imperfect Primary : Oddities, Biases, and Strengths of U.S.
Presidential Nomination Politics. Routledge. 94–118.

Week XII – Nov. 11–15: The electoral college and political participation

Topics: The electoral college, alternatives, NPVIC in the 2010s

† Edwards, George C. (2011). Ch.2–3, 5: “How the electoral college works,” “The
electoral college and political equality,” & “The origins of the electoral college,”
from Why the Electoral College Is Bad for America, 2nd edition. Yale. 12–73,
98–113.

◦ Hill (2006), Chapter 5 (p.71–92)

◦ Streb (2016), Chapter 9 (p.160–180)

† Virgin, Sheahan G. (2017). “Competing Loyalties in Electoral Reform: An Analysis
of the U.S. Electoral College.” Electoral Studies 49:38–48.

Week XIII – Nov. 18–22: Voter ID laws and political participation

Topics: Voter ID laws, voter fraud, Whites’ implicit racism, Republicans’ self-interest

† Ansolabehere, Stephen & Nathaniel Persily. (2008). “Vote Fraud in the Eye of
the Beholder: The Role of Public Opinion in the Challenge to Voter Identification
Requirements.” Harvard Law Review 121:1737–1774.

† Highton, Benjamin (2017). “Voter Identification Laws and Turnout.” Annual
Review of Political Science 20:149–67.

† Hicks, William D., Seth C. McKee, Mitchell D. Sellers, & Daniel A. Smith. (2015).
“A Principle or a Strategy?: Voter Identification Laws and Partisan Competition
in the American States.” Political Research Quarterly 68(1):18–33.

† Banks, Antoine J., & Heather M. Hicks. (2016). “Fear and Implicit Racism:
Whites’ Support for Voter ID Laws.” Political Psychology 37(5):641–658.

13



Week XIV – Nov. 25–29: Short week, due to November Break!

Note: We will use our one class this week to catch up, in case we are behind.

Please relax with family, friends, and pets.

Week XV – Dec. 2–6: Direct Democracy and political participation

Topics: Initiatives and referenda, recall elections

† Butler, David & Austin Ranney. (1978). Ch.2: “Theory,” from Referendums : A
Comparative Study of Practice and Theory. American Enterprise Institute. 23–37
(please also read p.3–7, 67, 82–83).

◦ Streb (2016), Chapter 4 (p.58–80)

† Bowler, Shaun. (2004). “Recall and Representation: Arnold Schwarzenegger Meets
Edmund Burke.” Representation 40(3):200–212.

† Murse, Tom. (2018). “There Is No Way To Recall a President: What the Con-
stitution Says About Removing a Sitting President, ThoughtCo. Nov. 28, 2018.
(Link)

Postlude – Final Weeks

Week XVI – Dec. 9–13: Student presentations

Note: Presenter must email a 300-word abstract to the class 24 hours prior; half
of the class will go on Dec. 10, with the remainder on Dec. 12.

Week XVII – Dec. 16–20: Final exam week!

Note: There is no final exam; the final draft of your paper is due (hand delivered
to me) at the conclusion of our exam time—Dec. 19 at 12:30 pm.
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